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Ecosystem Low-Elevation 
Forest 

Mid-Elevation 
Forest 

Subalpine 
Forest/Meadow 

Alpine 

Soil 
 Moisture: wet, 

moist, or dry? 

 Texture and 
color? 

 Smell? 

 Temperature 
(2.54 cm deep) 

 pH 

 phosphorus 

 nitrogen 

 Organic material 
or organisms? 

 Shady, medium 
light, or bright? 

    

Weather 
 Air temperature 

(˚C) 

 Humidity (%) 

 Barometric 
Pressure (Hg) 

 Wind speed 
(km/h and 
direction (N, S, E, 
W) 

 Altitude (m) 

    

Lay of the Land 
 Flat or sloped 

 Land features 
(cliffs, glaciers) 

 Direction of 
water flow 

 Body of water 
into which site 
drains 

 Rock type 

    

Plant Life 
 Most common 

kinds of plants 

 Where each kind 
grows relative to 
others 
 

    

Animal Life 

 Animals seen 

 Animal evidence 
(scat, tracks, 
burrows, chewed 
twigs or leaves) 

    



 


